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Pre-IB SPANISH III COURSE SYLLABUS
Course Description:  Pre-IB Spanish III focuses on the continued development of communicative competence in Spanish and understanding of the culture of Spanish speaking people.  Students begin to show a greater level of accuracy when using basic language structures, and they are exposed to more complex features of the language.  The major means of communication will be in Spanish. Furthermore, students will be additionally exposed to the expected higher level of thinking as part of the International Baccalaureate Program. 

___________________________________

¿Por qué Español? 


The world is rapidly changing into a one that it is almost essential to not only be bilingual, but also to be able to understand the cultures of the world. That being said, learning a foreign language is not just about learning vocabulary and conjugations, it is about becoming a world citizen. But why Spanish?

Better understanding of English: Much of the vocabulary of English has Latin origins, much of which came to English by way of French. Since Spanish is also a Latin language, you will find as you study Spanish that you have a better understanding of your native vocabulary.

Knowing your neighbors: Not all that many years ago, the Spanish-speaking population of the United States was confined to the Mexican border states, Florida and New York City. But no more. 

Travel: Yes, it is perfectly possible to visit Mexico, Spain and even Equatorial Guinea without speaking a word of Spanish. But it isn't nearly half as much fun.

Cultural understanding: While most of us can't hope to learn the languages of more than one or two cultures other than that of our own, those that we can learn help us to learn how other people learn and think.

Learning other languages: If you can learn Spanish, you'll have a head start in learning the other Latin-based languages such as French and Italian. And it will even help you learn Russian and German, since they too have Indo-European roots and have some characteristics (such as gender and extensive conjugation) that are present in Spanish but not English. 

It's easy: Spanish is one of the easiest foreign languages to learn. Much of its vocabulary is similar to English's, and written Spanish is almost completely phonetic: Look at almost any Spanish word and you can tell how it is pronounced. 

Employment opportunities: If you're in the United States and work in one of the helping professions including medicine and education, you'll find your opportunities expand by knowing Spanish.

It's fun: Whether you enjoy talking, reading, or mastering challenges, you'll find all of them in learning Spanish. 

Number of Speakers Worldwide: 350 million (Second most spoken in the world)

Number of countries where spoken: 21 officially 

_________________________________

Performance Standards/Objectives:  Spanish III uses the Georgia Performance Standards which are a refinement of the Georgia Quality Core Curriculum (QCC).  The QCCs can be found at _www.glc.k12.ga.us_ (http://www.glc.k12.ga.us/).  The Georgia Performance Standards will be available online in the immediate future.  
Anticipated Classroom Format:   The Spanish III course strives to help students develop their communicative competence in Spanish.  This course is primarily student focused.   Small group and pair activities, guided and independent practice that reinforces grammatical structures, student led oral presentations and listening activities will all be used in class.  
Assessment/Evaluations/Required Student Products:   Students will be evaluated throughout this course using announced quizzes and tests, written and oral presentations as well as daily class participation and homework.
Grading Plan:  The course grade will be determined as follows:               

Major assignments (tests, projects, notebook, oral assessments)   
40%                                            Daily Assignments (quizzes, homework, class work)  

30%  
Participation (on task, class participation)



20%                                             Final Exam / Oral Exam  





10%      
Strategies for Student Learning:   In order to help students maximize their achievement in Spanish II this course will include the use of paired and small group activities, songs, mnemonic devices, kinesthetic and oral activities. 
Academic Credit: Being a Pre-IB class, students will earn three extra points as honors credit towards their overall grade. However, please be reminded that these extra points WILL NOT count towards the overall Georgia HOPE Scholarship GPA. 
Academic Honesty:   Students are expected to demonstrate academic integrity at all times.   Therefore any student caught or suspected of cheating on assignments or assessments will earn an automatic zero on that assignment or assessment.   For the purposes of this course cheating is defined as but not limited to copying another student’s assignment or test, using outside resources during a test or using an electronic translator either hand held or internet based.  
_____________________________

Classroom procedures: 

Calentamiento: Each student is expected to be in the classroom in his/her assigned seat when the bell rings.  There will be work either on the board or on the overhead to be done immediately at the beginning of each class.  Only the first five minutes of class will be devoted to this and the student will not be able to make it up.  Tardiness and “socializing” rather than getting straight to work will adversely affect the student’s grade. 

Participation: The grade participation grade is given by a “puntos” system. “Puntos” are rewarded to students who speak up in class to answer questions or to students who are clearly participating in class work. “Puntos” can be lost to students who break the rules. 

Passes: Students are allowed only two passes outside of the class each week to an appropriate location such as the bathroom. A sign in sheet is location by the door of the classroom to track passes. If there is an emergency of course you will be allowed to leave the classroom after speaking to me. 
Dismissal: Students are dismissed until the teacher dismisses the students. All trash around the student desks most be picked up, chairs pushed in, and desks straightened for dismissal. 
Materials: I expect all students to come to class with the following items:

· Three ring binder with paper 

· Dry erase Marker 

· Spanish-English Dictionary 

· Composition Book 
· ¡Por favor, un lapíz! 
Expected behavior: Each student is expected to:

1. BE PREPARED and come to class with completed homework, book, notes and notebook, pen, paper and any needed supplies.  Students who show up tardy to class must sign in at the door. Students who return late from lunch will receive a detention. 
2. DEMONSTRATE COURTESY and respect to teacher(s), students and guests.  This includes (among other things) raising his/her hand and waiting to be called on if there is a question, and remaining seated in his/her assigned seat unless given my permission to do otherwise.  

3. RESPECT the PROPERTY of the school, the teacher and other students.

4. BE HONEST and RESPONSIBLE for his/her own work and only his/her own work.

5. NOT bring anything to EAT or DRINK into the classroom.  It is difficult for the mouth to learn to imitate the Spanish accent if it is occupied with something else.  

6. FOLLOW THE SCHOOL RULES.  

Consequences for inappropriate behavior:  Minor offenses will result in losing participation points.  According to the severity of the offense, the student may or may not be warned before being disciplined.  The discipline policies of this school and the Douglas County School board will be followed.  I take the well being of each of my students seriously.  Therefore any interference with the teaching and learning of another person cannot be tolerated.  Depending on the severity of the offense, the following steps may be taken:

1. Give either a nonverbal warning, or, if necessary, a verbal warning.

2. Have a private conference and/or change the student’s assigned seat, and call parents.

3. Assign after school detention to be served with me.  If detention is not served on the assigned date, there will be an automatic discipline referral to the office.

4. Give a written referral to the office.

5. Cheating will not be tolerated.  All persons involved will receive a zero for the assignment or exam and their parents will be contacted.  

Absence policy:  All assignments are due when class begins on the given due-date.  If you are absent from class, you are responsible to contact someone in the class to find out the assignment.  Daily assignments are posted each week on the board at the front of the room.  If you are absent on the day of an exam, school policy regarding absences is in effect.  If you return to school on the day of a previously announced exam, you will be expected to take the exam along with the rest of the class. 
Make-up Work: Students are allowed to complete make-up work for excused absences.  Excused absences include the following:


Personal illness or injury.


Serious illness or death in the immediate family.


Religious holiday.


Extremely bad weather or road conditions.

An absence is not excused until the student brings a note from the parent giving the date and reason for the absence.  This written excuse must be presented to each teacher within three (3) days after returning from the absence.  The make-up work must then be completed within three (3) days of returning to school. School business is not considered an absence and make-up work will be arranged.
Late Work: Late work, such as homework or class work, will only be accepted up to 1 after the due date, unless there is an excused reason for the late work. Homework will only be accepted for half-credit.  Each day a project or test is late, a letter grade is dropped. 

Parents, I urge you to discuss this plan with your son or daughter and encourage them during the course of this class.  Each student should study at least 15 – 30 minutes outside of class every day.  Parents may access Students’ grades through Parent Portal. You can sign up for Parent Portal in the Media Center (Must bring a valid ID). I hope you will help your child to attain the worthy goal of being able to communicate in another language.  Note that as a part of instruction, some foreign language movies will be shown in class.  Most movies will be rated G, PG or PG-13.  All movies, including foreign films that are appropriate for the classroom, will be carefully monitored by the teacher.  Please sign your name in both places indicated below affirming that you have read this plan with your child, agree with it and that you will encourage your child to practice daily. 

Website: Students can access selected notes, assignments, lesson plans, but most importantly, a calendar of all assignments on my website at:  http://douglascounty.dch.schoolinsites.com/
Click Staff and find my name to access the website. 

___________________________          _____________________________         ______
Parent signature                                      Student signature                                       Date
Best phone number to be contacted at: ________________

Email: ___________________

(Student:  Keep both pages of this form in the very front of your notebook.  Return the last paragraph signed by both you and your parents to Srta. Daigle.  Promptness counts.  This is your first grade.)

Cut here -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This affirms that I (parent) have read this plan with my child, will encourage daily practice and give my permission for him or her to see classroom movies.  AND I (student) understand what is required of me and I agree to follow these guidelines.

___________________________          _____________________________          ______
Parent signature                                      Student signature                                        Date

Best phone number to be contacted at: ________________

Email: ___________________

